
 

  

 HAPPENINGS
News from Hands Across the Pacific   May 2004 

     VISA DISAPPOINTMENT 
 
Most of you have not heard that Nara and Smei 
were not granted visas to come to the US to 
study.  Since 9/11 visa requirements have 
become more stringent.  The US wants to make 
sure that visitors to our country have several 
compelling reasons to return to their own 
countries before visas are granted.  Among 
these reasons are: a high income, ownership of  
land and/or home, and married with children.  
Nara and Smei met none of these qualifications.
 
Although this was an expensive “ No” ($200), 
we took it as God’s will at this time.  It was our 
plan to bring our two best Cambodian English 
teachers to the US for intensive training leading 
to a certificate.  Living in the US the students 
would be immersed in the English language and 
less likely to fall back on the Khmer language. 
Also, being here, they would not be distracted 
by their duties in Cambodia.  HAP felt that if 
we continued this plan for several years, we 
could then turn Grace English School over to 
the Cambodian Christians to continue their 
outreach to the community.  It is the Cambodian 
vision to extend satellite schools to the 
surrounding villages thus reaching into the 
whole province. 
 
Please pray with us as we seek God’s will and 
plan to complete the mission He has called us 
to. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIELD 
 
Patrick and Barb recently celebrated the 4 days of the Khmer New 
Year. They attended both secular and Christian observances  which 
included simple games and dances.  
Patrick writes, “The joy comes not in being the best or winning, but 
at being together and reveling in it.  The penalty for the “losers” 
was to dance in front of everyone. Since most dance so well, it was 
also a moment of fun… Everyone from the very young to the very 
old participated - bringing both innocence and elegance together.  
We were not able to take part in some of the games because it 
required one to assume the common Cambodian resting position.  A 
position both young ones and eighty year olds assume with ease. 
They rest and relax by doing a full knee bend so that their rear-ends 
are resting on their heels and their arms are resting on their knees. 
They spring up and down from that position without effort…I 
would have to fall over like a sack of potatoes, unfold my legs and 
slowly reconstruct my body upright again - too slow for a game. 
At the pagoda, there was just a huge party for teenagers …hundreds 
and hundreds of them dancing to modern Thai-Khmer hip-hop. I 
asked why the monks would allow this.  The only answer I received 
was that they raise a lot of money for the pagoda. 
Another tradition we observed at the pagoda was people “painting” 
each other with a white perfumed powder…One is assaulted and 
the powder is quickly smeared or thrown. It is 110 or 115 degrees 
out and the powder becomes a sticky paste.  It gets in your eyes, 
your nose, your mouth, and your hair. People look like ghostly 
demons walking around –very creepy.  
There is also a tradition of throwing water on each other, especially 
on people on motos or in the backs of trucks. It is suppose to be 
against the law because so many accidents occur. You tend to 
become a little disoriented after a bucket of water is thrown in your 
face while driving your moto.” 
Patrick’s assessment: “You have to be a teenager …I’m exhausted.”

 
ATTENTION 

 
 
Anyone who contributed to OPERATION AIR-LIFT to bring Smei and Nara to the United States, please contact us if you 
would like your money refunded.  Otherwise the money will be used for needs on the field.  We recently learned that the 
van needs a new motor.   The van is vital to the work on the field.  Since the van has been out of service, we have lost 
75% of our younger students.  Much of the money will go to purchase a used Japanese motor. 


